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STRANGE AMBASSADORS 


CARL W. HISER 


HE technology of our times has shrunken 

the world we live in until it is scarcely 

larger than that in which Christ’s early 
abassadors first displayed in blood and tears 
is kingdom and His patience. Today, again, 
range ambassadors fare forth on a mission 
hich has some striking parallels, despite its 
fferences, which we can observe with interest 
id profit. 
Wearing the familiar khaki, blue or olive, 
illions of our finest young men and women 
e scattered over a thousand portions of our 
anet on a campaign they did nothing to initi- 
e; and this not because they are lacking in 
ills and initiative, but because they are in- 
uded as factors in an inevitable enterprise. 
m enterprise which became inevitable in the 
ce of the world’s unresolved titanic contra- 
ctions. Such contradictions, being mutually 
clusive, achieve complete maturity in our 
ne World. These youths have not gone on 
eir own charges. They were sent. They do 
yt represent themselves. They represent the 
vereignty and interests of all the nations 
hich sent them. The unknown days which 
y man could divine, from that fateful hour 
e die was cast at Pearl Harbor, we have 
beled, “for the duration.” 
These youths fulfill the double role of com- 
tants in a stupendous contest and ambassa- 
yrs of the land under whose flag they take up 
e quarrel with the foe, on a scale of un- 
ecedented magnitude. They may be said to 
the projected selves of all who back them 
ith munitions and morale, and who like 
emselves are in the struggle for the dura- 
mn. We hope there are not lacking omens 
nich are bright with promise of a near and 
rhteous conclusion of this contest; but it is 
urcely ours to question who must come and 
, and to whom a sudden and abrupt ending 
‘the struggle must come before its total days 
- numbered, in the tragedy of its destruc- 
mn and death. 
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Moreover, these ambassadors not only do 
not represent themselves, but the powers to 
which they have given allegiance and which 
send them-out to represent their sovereign 
lands, in a very real sense go with them. The 
flag is a visible token of that protection and 
commission. The ships that bear them, the 
weapons and food which accompany them, ac- 
centuate the fact that they do not go alone, 
but that their sovereign nations go in their 
majesty and their might to support them in the 
struggle against the forces with which the bat- 
tle is joined. 

These noble and courageous youth to which 
I have adverted briefly, I am using not alone 
by way of tribute to their hardihood and hero- 
ism, but as the symbol of the greatest ambas- 
sadorship one can know and in which we are 
jointly and severally called to share. Long ago, 
first century Christians aflame with a sense of 
unearthly mission bore striking and effectual 
testimony that theirs was no ordinary assign- 
ment. Theirs was the timeless kingdom with- 
out frontiers, and amid misunderstanding and 
abuse they were boldly to obey God rather than 
men, in sounding a strange new proclamation 
of emancipation. 

With news so stupendous it would seem 
that every soul would long since have capitu- 
lated to the spell of so wonderful a Sovereign. 
Perhaps when the first flush of that heaven- 
born flame burned low, ambassadors too much 
like ourselves failed to pay the cost of truly 
representing our matchless Saviour and Lord 
and so missed golden opportunities which 
might else have turned the perpetual struggle 
against our adversary into a rout. So now 
with two milleniums all but consummated, we 
find ourselves in that great succession still 
playing the double role, as soldiers of the cross 
and ambassadors of the kingdom; and still, 
like those flaming evangels, in for the dura- 
tion. 

‘We are a colony of heaven,” is Dr. Moffat’s 
graphic translation; and being a colony of 
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heaven we are to draw constantly upon 
“heaven’s native air.” We must recognize in 
our far away prodigal world that all our sus- 
tenance comes from God. In earthly warfare 
material often is wrested from the hands of an 
unwilling enemy. Much more then, may the 
material of our spiritual struggles be used for 
God which once did service in the camp of His 
foes. Our battle is joined in this realm which 
is “not a friend to grace, to help us on to 
God.” It is here on this line that we must 
win or lose. Here is room for the exercise of 
“all our ransomed powers,” and the dedication 
of all our skills and strategies. May it never 
be ours to hear an eternal, ‘“Too little and too 
late!” 

We shall help others toward the great al- 
legiance in proportion as we comport our- 
selves as sons of the day, as children of light. 
To yielded lives alone comes that unearthly 
illumination which sheds its celestial rays like 
some heavenly X-ray straight through the cita- 
del of other sovereign and imperial wills who 
must acquiesce in any genuine allegiance which 
may result from exposure to a real Christian 
life. 


Missing Ge te 


Lt. Howard M. Worster, Flying Fortress 
pilot, reported missing in action over Ger- 
many, May 11, 1944. 


They say he's “Missing” 
Over there,— 

There where a thousand lads 
Have dared to go 

To say unto a ruthless foe 
That men, sturdy and brave 
Will never choose to have 
Their life in fetters, 

Nor close their minds 

Unto the good and true. 


Their brief bright years 

They lived unto the full, 

And when a call to duty came, 
They chose not, but to go 
And do a man’s full share. 

If they be “missing over there,” 
Numbered among the hosts 
Whose bodies rest 

One knows not where, 

Right certain, this we know, 
That spirits, brave 

And hearts both good and pure 
Find rest with God 

And where the blessed are 
Not missing any more. 


—G. A. LEICHLITER. 
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We are out for a more difficult goal than a 
Mannerheim or a Maginot line, and hence 
must resort to weapons and strategies com- 
mensurate with so high a task. No remote fire 
control, no secret bomb-sight nor other secret 
weapon. is more effectual in its working than 
the invincible intercession of the saint. No 
shield more sure than that of resolute uncon- 
querable faith. Even more than in earthly war- 
fare, our traffic is not in bodies but in the 
spirits of living men, of every nation and kind 
and color. Our foes we would destroy by the 
novel strategy of winning them over into 
friends. This is an “inside job’, a field fo 
the exercise of strategies more varied and cun4 
ning than ever brought a wooden horse inside 
beleaguered Troy. 

Our credentials scarcely need identification! 
Our badge, the love of Christ, shed abroad bi 
the Holy Spirit, is recognized by those whe 
cannot speak our tongue, and who sometimes 
can neither see nor hear. For potent as a team 
and universal as laughter and song, it provides 
us with a password which nothing can gainsay 
On the faithful exercise of our ambassadorship 
depends our own happiness, and sense of inne 
triumph; but no less, the happiness of many 
another who would neither know nor desire < 
better country if we had not helped to estab 
lish some niche of glory here. To vario 
the ranks of the sinning and mal-adt 
justed, to troubled hearts, to broken homes, we 
bear the spirit and ethic of Christ Jesus, the 
living Saviour. To every anxious, puzzle¢ 
“why” we sound the symphony of “All things 
work together for good to them that lov 
God.” To those whose anxieties have driver 
them to be “‘peeping Toms” around the corne} 
of some unknown tomorrow, we bear our testt 
mony to the timelessness of right. We prese 
in every segment of eternity, the great co 
temporary, God’s everlasting love in Christ 
who is yesterday, today and forever thé 
Changeless Christ. To those who would de 
lay the decision of whole-hearted allegianc 
and discipleship so freighted with inevitabl 
destiny, we would cry our warning from ¢ 
our wilderness, ‘“Today! O that ye would heat 
His voice and harden not your hearts!” ) 

May it suffice us then to keep our candle 
burning in the dark night to provide a guid 
ing ray for pilgrims who grope for the day 
ing, and to arm them with courage to go 0 
and sustained by the certainties which buoy v 
up against all seeming, pass to yet others thi 
contagion of our certain and blessed hope, a 


the steadying assurance of things we do n 
see. 
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THE FREEPORT PLAN 


DAVID G. JAXHEIMER 


STONE crashes through the stained 

glass window of a synagogue, and there 

is the sound of falling glass and cries of 
arm from within. Unfriendly voices vomit 
gly threats without. Freeport’s religious leaders 
eard the crash of that stone in another town 
id interpreted it as a blow against all religion, 
gainst freedom, against decency and good 
mericanism. 

“Thou art a child of God” is the only ade- 
uate answer to the cry of man, “Who am I?”; 
ad that answer comes from Church and Syna- 
ogue. The common enemy would not only 
ill that voice, but its sword of race hatred, 
ligious bigotry and persecution would set a 
an against his neighbor and cause our gut- 
ts to run red with blood. The children of 
od must hang together to defend a common 
eritage of justice, freedom and decency, or 
ang separately in blindness and indifference. 
The issue that brought together Freeport’s 
ergymen four years ago may not have been 
; clearcut in their minds as that, but there was 
strong conviction that the religious forces in 
ay community have a common cause and a 
ymmon responsibility; and that standing aloof 
om one another does not make for strength 
ut for weakness. Thus as we labored and 
rew together in common undertakings, we 
rengthened each other’s hand; and mutual 
spect, understanding and good will have blos- 
ymed as a rose, and all Freeport rejoices. 
‘Freeport is a typical Long Island village with 
population of 23,000, very largely residential. 
“has nine Protestant churches, three of them 
sing Negro congregations; a large Roman 
atholic church, a synagogue, a Salvation Army 
eadquarters, a lay-conducted mission, and a 
hristian Science church. There are sixty-five 
r more cultural, civic, fraternal, social and 
vice clubs and organizations. 

The Freeport Inter-Faith Clergy Council is 
ot an attempt to unite faiths, though minis- 
rs, priests and a rabbi are members. It is not 
discussion group to argue the points of dif- 
‘rence that keep us apart; we recognize and 
spect one another’s tradition in doctrine and 
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practice, and go on from there. It is not a 
council of Churches, not a super-organization 
over and above the churches. Each member 
speaks for himself. If an undertaking requires 
the support of his institution in money or per- 
sonnel, he seeks it from his governing body. 
Laymen are used definitely by being appointed 
co-chairmen of the various activities agreed 
upon. 

It is a Council of ordained clergymen of tec- 
ognized religious bodies, Negro and White 
Churches, a Synagogue, and the Salvation 
Army. It is a group of spiritual leaders banded 
together to strengthen the claim of religion 
upon the souls of men, and to give leadership 
to the good forces working for a greater whole- 
someness of village life. It isa leaven in the 
community actively at work for good will, 
neighborliness and understanding among the 
peoples of all groups, and to promote in con- 
crete fashion greater community unity, civic 
consciousness and responsibility, 

The Council adheres to certain policies. No 
project is undertaken without unanimous con- 
sent of the members. No attempt is made to 
hold union services of worship. The Council 
refuses to become the instrument of any agency, 
however worthy, from without or within the 
community, for the raising of funds or for the 
promotion of its program. It allies itself with 
no political party, but is the friend of clean 
and honest government. Its members rotate in 
office yearly. When the Council is invited to 
send one of its members to offer prayers at a 
public function, it is understood that the clergy- 
man designated shall pray after the manner of 
his tradition. Discussion of theological differ- 
ences is never on the agenda. All jokes that 
are good are encouraged! If it is a joke on the 
Jew, it must be told by the rabbi; only the 
priest dare tell jokes on the Irishman, and 
should it be a quip on the Scot, it must be left 
for the Presbyterian to relate! 

The Council has a five-fold program. The 
five is not a sacred number; it may grow as 
needs arise. 1. “All-out-to-Church and Syna- 
gogue Week.” Our purpose here is to stimu- 
late all church attendance. A lay chairman is 
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appointed to work with a chairman of the 
Council. Letters are addressed to every family 
in the village. A public meeting is held to 
which are invited representatives of the 
churches and the various fraternal, civic, and 
service organizations. After an inspirational 
address and some information on the plan the 
homes of the village are divided block by block 
among the representatives. These “Invitors,”’ 
as we call them, visit their assigned families 
and give a personal invitation to attend church 
ot synagogue on the dates set. On a Sunday 
evening following we hold a reception for the 
Invitors, when reports are made and a social 
hour enjoyed. Apart from the immediate result 
in better church attendance, one cannot tabulate 
the growing good and understandiing among 
the Invitors and all our people. 

2. “Institute of Community Affairs.’” Our 
purpose here is to assemble the citizens of Free- 
port to hear reports of the work and future 
plans of their government (local) and the va- 
rious civic and humanitarian, educational and 
cultural, agencies in the village. The Council 
strikes the keynote and presides at the Insti- 
tute. The Public School, the Red Cross, the 
Service Clubs, the Police and Fire Departments, 
the Selective Service Board, the Office of Civil- 
ian Defense, the County Health Department— 
all these and others have made reports, and 
this year we shall add the Post-War Planning 


Committee of the County and Community. A ~ 


group of laymen are chosen to act as ushers, 
and a group of women to serve refreshments. 
A social hour follows the program. 

3. “Brotherhood Week.” Our purpose here 
is to join in the national effort to bring about 
greater understanding and good will among 
the citizens of our village. An outstanding 
speaker is secured and a public meeting place 
provided. At one such meeting the mayor and 
the village board attended in a body, and pre- 
sented to us a great outdoor bulletin board, 
listing the names of our churches and times of 
services. That board has been erected at a 
prominent place in the village where all who 
run may read. (See page 227 Expositor for 
May, 1944.) This year the observance took 
the form of a testimonial dinner, given to the 
Council by the citizens of Freeport. Medals 
were presented to the three past-presidents, and 
a scroll, signed by all who were present, given 
to the Council as a permanent record of the 
community's appreciation. Dr. Willard John- 
son of the Conference of Christians and Jews 
was the chief speaker. He called the event the 
best demonstration of community unity he had 
seen anywhere. 


Page 320 


4, “Religious Book Week.” Our rah 
here is to call attention to good religious books. 
A meeting is held in the Jocal Library and the 
public invited. A representative of each of the 
three faiths is selected to review a few out 
standing books. The Library has been most co- 
operative, and, as funds permit, recommended 
books are placed on the library shelves. 

5. “United Financial Canvass.” This was 
first attempted last fall. The purpose is to get 
all the churches to make their budget appeals 
during the same week. Two laymen from each 
of the churches and the synagogue, together 
with the members of the Council, made up the 
committee. A general letter was mailed out to 
every family in the village, announcing the joint 
effort and urging loyalty in attendance and sup 
port upon the church of their choice. A small 
tag was printed to be worn that week by al 
supporters. Each church conducted its ov 
campaign and in keeping with its own customs 
Expenses were divided among the churches ae 
cording to size and ability. A report meeting 
following the effort indicated general satisfac 
tion, and the desire to repeat it this year. 

Another project in the process of formation 
is the ‘““Youth Activities Center.” Its purpose 
is to serve the religious, recreational, social af 
cultural needs of the adolescent youth of our 
community, and to promote among youth the 
idea of racial and religious good will and un 
derstanding. : 

Have the people of Freeport approved the 
purpose and the activities of the Council? I 
they do not approve, they are hiding out! Al 
ready a better spirit is manifest among the peo 
ple of the various faiths, and many are out 
spoken in their enthusiasm. The Mayors af 
the Village Boards have ever been eager t 
help us. The high school has opened to us it 
assembly period once a year. Not a_ public 
function or undertaking but that the Count 
is asked to be represented. 

I need but quote the words of the Scrol 
presented at the recent testimonial dinner te 
show how the Council is regarded in Freeport 
“By these signatures a community records it 
recognition and appreciation of the spiritua 
enrichment and the mutual good will brough 
about by the labors of the Freeport Inter-Fai 
Clergy Council. It is our prayer that the ideal 
and hopes of the Council may finally prevail i 
every community of the world and usher in 2 
era of universal brotherhood and good wi 
among men. Signed and presented by the cit 
zens of Freeport, February 8, 1944.” 

To quote from an editorial of ‘The Nassa 
Daily Review-Star,” our oldest County newspa 
per: “The work of the Freeport Taterfat 
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-lergy Council represents more than an ideal. 
t is not essential that any community be able 
O prove it is the biggest or wealthiest. It is 
nuch finer if it can point to its unity, not only 
n good will meetings, but in practical accom- 
slishments, in which Freeport has scored 
veavily in recent years. ‘The Leader,” a local 
veekly newspaper says editorially: ‘‘Freeport 
nay regard itself fortunate when such a spirit 
yf unity prevails among the clergymen of its 
eligious congregations as is indicated by the 
nstitute and other activities of the Council.” 


We believe that good will and understanding 
are by-products. They come into the life of a 
community when its citizens are brought to- 
gether to work shoulder to shoulder on com- 
mon objectives for the common good. That is 
the Freeport Plan. In the words of the Apostle 
Paul we press on in the hope of larger attain- 
ment, “Not as though I had already attained, 
either were already perfect—but I press toward 
the mark.” 


Delivered at the conference on ‘Religion at Work in 
the Community” held at Hunter College, New York 
City, April 19, 1944, 


THE PREACHER AND IMAGINATION 


RICHARD BRAUNSTEIN 


EARS ago Professor Tyndall delivered an 

address on ‘The Use of the Imagination 

in Science,” in which he showed that this 
wondrous vision faculty is invaluable in a realm 
where superficial minds might suppose there 
would be no scope for its existence and exer- 
cise. One of the illustrations he used was the 
luminous ether, which no one has seen or 
aeard or felt. It is a pure conception of the 
scientific imagination but is now assumed to be 
1 fact because “its sympathetical existence ex- 
slains the phenomena of color more fully and 
more perfectly than they have ever been ex- 
slained before.” 

Lorenz Oken, the German naturalist, stum- 
sled one day upon a colossal bone in the Black 
Forest. “This is part of a spinal column,” he 
said. The physical eye saw only one of the 
vertebrae, but to that one bone the trained 
magination of the scientist added the rest. He 
suilt up the gigantic skeleton piece by piece, 
then clothed it with a heavy hide, and in the 
vision saw once more the old-time mammoth 
noving through the forest. 

Readers of Ruskin recall more than one 
passage in which he waxes eloquent on the 
ises of the imagination in art. Art simply can- 
aot live without it. If literature is organized 
anguage, music is organized sound, mind is 
yrganized thought, light is organized color, 
lectricity is organized lightning, and art is or- 
ganized imagination. With the aid of the 
vision faculty, painters make “trees to speak, 
srooks to laugh, and stones to preach.” Read- 
srs-of Wordsworth will remember that great 
s0et’s description of Peter Bell, the man with- 
gut the gift of imagination, 
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‘A primrose on the river’s brim, 
A yellow primrose was to him, 
And it was nothing more,” 
whereas to the imaginative soul of the poet 
even the humblest flower that blooms discloses 
“thoughts too deep for tears.” 

It may be claimed that this is the highest 
function of art. The work of the creative ar- 
tist discovers and reveals the hidden meanings 
and beauties of all that is, the seen and the 
tangible. As Robert Browning puts the theme 
in these lines, 

“Art was given for that; 
God sends us to help each other so, 


Lending our minds out . . . This world’s no 
blot for us 

Nor blank; it means intensely, and means 
good; 


To find its meaning is my meat and drink,” 
the preacher of the gospel may take the thought 
to himself and make up his mind that without 
the imaginative faculty, trained by deep scholar- 
arship and sane thinking, he will never become 
an interesting presenter of the most interesting 
subject under the sun. 

Dean Charles R. Brown in his Yale Lec- 
tures, "The Art of Preaching,” gives consider- 
able space to the use of the imagination in the 
presentation of gospel truths. He says: ‘I do 
not mean anything capricious or fantastic. It 
is easily possible for a man to allow his imagi- 
nation to run away with him as any sort of 
faculty may run wild when it is not held in 


leash by intelligence and conscience, It may 
land him in all manner of absurdity. I would 


not have you suffer from intellectual delirium 
tremens, seeing a lot of things which are not 
really there. I mean that wise exercise of a 
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sane imagination which deals with unseen real- 
ities in such a way as to make them real in- 
deed. The materialist sometimes tells us in his 
dry, cold way that he deals only in ‘facts’. As 
if a thought, an impulse, a hope, a resolve, a 
prayer were not as much of a fact’ as a brick 
or a plant. As if Jesus Christ were not at this 
moment the sublimest ‘fact’ ever known upon 
this common earth. . . . We look mainly at 
the things which are not seen because they are 
eternal. You-can go out and saw wood or 
break rock in the street, you can wash the 
automobile or build a board fence without 
using your imagination. Whether or not you 
can read fairy tales or the stirring narratives of 
the Old Testament or the words which fell 
from the lips of Christ and know what it is all 
about and cause others to know will depend in 
large measure upon your power of imagination. 
You cannot by any means do it well unless you 
are accustomed to look steadily at those things 
unseen which ate eternal and really see some- 
thing.” How true this is in the field of jour- 
nalism. We recall the young man who wanted 
to be a reporter. He was hired by Charles 


Dana of The World for a brief probationary © 


period. He was given an opportunity to prove 
his ability. 

His first assignment was a wedding on Third 
Avenue. In half an hour he returned without 
a story. There was no wedding. The groom 
did not appear. 

No story! Here indeed was a story, —a 
prostrate bride, a hysterical mother, an irate 
father. There were the disappointed guests 
and the wasted’ feast. 

The aspiring reporter lost his job. He failed 
where most would-be candidates for the Fourth 
Estate fail,—in that they lack the essential 
imagination which paints word pictures and 
makes news graphic. 

The writer once quoted in the pulpit of a 
friend the words of Robert Moffat to David 
Livingstone: “I have sometimes seen in the 
light of the morning sun the smoke of a thou- 
sand villages where no missionary had ever 
been.” The writer thought then, and he has 
not changed his mind, that those are great 
words. He thinks it is a great and moving 
phrase. His friend did not like the phrase. 
He said it was highly exaggerated. He did 
not believe that anybody could see the ‘smoke 
of a thousand villages’’ all at one seeing. As 
a matter of fact, one may literally see just that 
picture. Native villages by the thousands are 
clustered together all over the African mission 
fields. But what if the phrase is a figurative 
allusion? What if Robert Moffat had indulged 
in poetic license, which is permissible? Or 
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‘shining goal stretches out before him. He will 


what if he had given David Livingstone a 
composite picture of all the pictures he ha 
seen here and there? 

The truth of the matter is that the writer's 
friend was a literalist, a purist, which is al- 
most the same as saying that he woefully 
lacked in that great preacher gift called imagi- 
nation. Not to have the ability to see in the 
“mind’s eye” the sweep and scope of the 
“field” is tragedy indeed. Take this classic 
illustration from the New Testament: “The 
‘other seventy’ had gone forth to heal and 
teach and preach. When they returned they 
reported their success to the Master and said 
that they had accomplished great things. They 
had banished disease, and they had put devils 
to flight. This is what Jesus said: I saw 
Satan falling like lightning from heaven.’ He 
was using His imagination and pictured in 
swift, dramatic fashion the ultimate triumph of 
the redemptive forces of earth and sky over 
all our human ills.” (Dean Brown's Yale 
Lectures. ) 

When a minister goes to a certain charge the 
first emotions he feels are those fed by the 
imagination. He sees conditions as they 
But he does not rest his vision on that picture. 
He sees another picture. It is a picture of 
conditions as he believes they shall be. 
has a blue-print of things intended. The dia- 
gtam of achievements hoped for is his. The 


engage all his powers, marshal all his a 
and master all his resources toward the gos 
that he sees ahead. If he does not do this,} 
he is like a ship without a compass. Peter 
saw the new heavens and the new earth. It 
was the picture of a new day, a new order, ak 
new world. : 

The Master's vision was “thy kingdom 
come.” That is the vision of the disciple} 
When we say that the preacher is a man of 
imaginative powers, we do not mean that he is 
an idle dreamer. We mean that he is a mant 
of large outlook, broad sympathies, great un- 
derstanding, unfaltering faith, abounding love,} 
and unfailing consecration. ‘Where there is} 
no vision the people perish.” Unless a min-} 
ister is willing to study bigger maps, get out} 
of his little teacup of petty interpretations and} 
provincial thinking and launch his mentall 
craft in the deeps of life’s sea, and go adven- 
turing with ae for God in the quest of alll 
good things for fellow men, he is not called 
to that heroism and endeavor which is synony 
mous with the Christian ministry. 


_ Progress is just the slow business of falling i 
line with the schemes of minorities ——I’ heeling) 
Intelligencer. $ 
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NLY yesterday it was, when we went 
goggle-eyed as we watched a hesitant, 
uncertain contraption called an aero- 
lane, stagger threateningly overhead, at the 
dare-devil speed of nearly seventy miles an 
mour. Today the thirty-ton transport spans the 
Atlantic between sun-up and dusk at almost 
seven times seventy. The asthmatic chugging 
of the early horseless carriage of only yester- 
Way has torn up urban and interurban rails and 
pun a web of concrete from coast to coast. 
esterday’s oatmeal box, wound with copper 
wire and made mildly vocal with a Galena 
tystal and ear-phones, blossoms into nation- 
wide television. 

The tempo of life has been so “souped up” 
Pand super-charged for sub-stratosphere travel 
hat we bewildered mortals can’t vouch which 
way is up or which way is down. Time is do- 
ging that, at least, for the most of us. Every- 
hing is changed. It has had to change or be 
Swept out to sea by the endless tides of prog- 
ess. That is, almost everything, from Dobbin 
'o diapers. 

) One thing remains just as your father and 
his knew it, basically the same from the first 
generation to the last, varying only in minor 
surface technique and method, and that is the 
work of the minister. Small wonder then, 
when all else continues in flux and change, 
at the old-time, flame-kissed evangel of days 
oo long gone, is looked upon with the same 
quizzical eye given the town pump on the 
square, where so many honest thirsts were once 
quenched. 

~The obligation of the minister may change 
not the slightest bit more than the Word he is 


July, 1944 


e 


supposed to preach, nor the eternal need of 
sin for forgiveness. His effort, his ability, his 
eagerness must focus upon and pivot about the 
divine fire, without which neither his soul nor 
those of his people may find light for the way. 
Today’s need is not for the blinding glare of a 
1,200-watt Mazda of 1944, but for the living 
flame which has burnt its way through the 
centuries. 

It is not enough that a minister be merely 
good, that he keep himself unspotted from the 
world. Fervency of spirit, faithfulness of ser- 
vice, sincerity of heart can’t even start to make 
a minister, say nothing of completing the job. 
Being mentally brilliant, of scholarly attain- 
ments, a pulpit giant, a popular public figure 
are too easily confused with ministerial arrival 
by both pastor and people, when, without the 
divine spark fanned into a consuming flame 
within, it should be obvious that whatever rays 
of light are shed must die within themselves 
like hollow echoes in a cave. 

We need constant voices like that of Dr. 
Rice of Dallas, forever reminding us that 
“even Jesus, Himself, preached no sermons, 
performed no miracles, entered upon no public 
ministry until He was anointed from above for 
service. 

Without consecration no minister may con- 
secrate. Without being afire no minister may 
watm others. We are so prone to follow the 
footsteps of big business and reckon on the 
basis of this year’s figures compared with last 
year’s. When I asked one whom I had not 
seen for twenty years as to his work his eyes lit 
up with pride of numerical accomplishment as 
he said, “Brother, I’ve baptized over 8,000 
babies, and I have 726 of my members in the 
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various branches of the service.’ Ministerial 
accomplishment ? 

Figures don’t count in the kingdom nor are 
they proof of divine anointing any more than 
of an able popularity. Says Dr. Rice to every 
man’s son of us, “You need God’s power, the 
anointing, filling, overflowing, empowering of 
the Holy Spirit,” and he correctly adds, “When 
you fail in your work, you fail there.” 

The hour can afford to dismiss the cool or 
tepid. It cries to heaven for the minister afire. 


SS rR 


Off the Record 


eC): the Record” is a term which has be-- 


come familiar to the news gatherers who 

seek authoritative comment on this ques- 
tion or that, relating to government policy or 
action, as it may bear upon endless queries of 
the reading public. 

“Off the record’ statements are issued in 
confidence and are not for general publication, 
but as often as not they are straws in the wind 
which are a more certain indication of the way 
it blows than carefully guarded and adroitly 
worded pronouncements for publication, scaled 
deliberately to conceal more than they reveal. 

An “off the record” discussion was recently 
permitted my hearing. It centered around a 
minister under whose unpopular pastorate a 
once flourishing parish, was ultimately discour- 
aged to the point of complete collapse and 
abandonment. 

Obviously the souls of a parish have claims 
upon the Church of greater moment than any 
which might accrue to the tenure in office of 
any individual pastor. 

Where the ‘Call’ is deemed to be of divine 
origin, issued through human instrumentality, 
a pastor is not called for any specific period, 
nor may his pastorate be terminated by any 
orthodox method other than a call to serve 
some other parish. Should no such call come 
and the pastor be an actual detriment to his 
parish, the implications are not happy ones. In 
the specific ‘‘off the record’ case they had 
meant a vanishing membership following 
strangulation of the usual pastor-people co- 
operation, inability to meet business obliga- 
tions and the inevitable disbandonment which 
wiped out a once healthy metropolitan Church. 

Human intervention with any divine plan is, 
before it starts, an undertaking of jeopardy. 
Officially to terminate a minister's pastorate un- 
less there has been violent and flagrant breach 
of God’s law, and even then, is, in its very 
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nature, a delicate undertaking. God has issued 
the call. That is the doctrine. Man’s judg- 
ments have been known to err. The field re- 
mains white unto the harvest. Who 1s to say | 
this reaper or that is dulled beyond peradven- 
ture of further service? If God calls is it not 
logical to feel that in His good time He shall 
terminate the call of a servant found faithless? 
There are endless considerations in such a case _ 
most of which are and should be poised on 
some point of Scriptural and doctrinal inter- 
pretation. | 

Were it alone the welfare of the congrega- 
tion involved, the question would not be the : 
poser it is, but the problem of the pastor, who : 
some feel misinterpreted his vision to mean 
Preach Christ when it meant Plow Corn, is 
not one which can be ignored. 

This much must be admitted. The entire 
Church would be strengthened were it to know 
a holier and deeper respect for her Vicars of 
God. That respect is not apt to mature until 
the pastor, himself, is of greater adornment to 
his calling. Regardless of how the individual 
may feel concerning the nature of the “Call” 
the time must certainly come, somewhere, 
somehow, when a parish may be permitted to 
salvage the waning remnants of itself from the 
gtasp of a minister who no longer ministers. 


Sst 
Where Kindness Rules 


“KIND” person is a ‘“kinned” person, | 
one of a kind, we are told. Therefore, | 
when we do a kindness we acknowledge 
our kinship with mankind. Our unkindness to 
one another is hence a denial of brotherhood. | 
If we say that we do not want to be identified 
with individuals or groups, we hold ourselves 
separate. 

In this very attitude of aloofness we show} 
ourselves unkind. If we cut ourselves off from | 
those who in fact are our brothers, we sunder | 
a vital artery of humanity. 

Unconsciously we are unkind when we split} 
mankind into races. In this we are victims of 
our education. We were taught to think that} 
people are divided into distinct racial groups. | 
We must go to school again. The new lesson 
is that the idea of race is out. Blood is so 
admired that there are no pure strains of the 
genus homo. 

As soon as we learn the lesson that all men 
are brothers, that all are kin, one great un- 
kindness will cease: brothers will not fight 
brothers. Fear and distrust will vanish as the 
clouds before a wind when men at last realize 

(Continued on page 345) 
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AT WORK 


TWO IDEAS 


There are two great ideas in the world today; military and ideological. These two ideas 
are struggling for the possession of men’s minds. The average man on the street thinks that if 
we can just knock out the military might of our enemies, the war will be over. The matter is 
not so simple. Unless we win the struggle on the ideological front, a military victory may be 
only temporary. 

Reduced to simplest form, the two ideas which are in conflict, and which are so important 
to human beings, are as follows: 


CONCEPTS TOTALITARIAN PLAN CHRISTIAN PLAN 
See Fe ee eee Belongs to. the: state -...--...-..1....- Belongs to the Creator 
ST ee ane aes Must follow the leader -............. Are free men 
Beeartest yyel yes sete. es. VOW wo eee eee. Persons 
mepreme loyalty <2. 2.00... AOaNatiONs 6x amt fs tee eet To God and humanity 
ea NEE eR el ee a Nationale yes. cet So ae Universal 
TINTS ie peel eee cae a By. compulsion. =o ae By consent 
SEs Eee sane Sareea Absolute state control ................ Free and competitive 
MEL OD coe 3 te) indectiiaHon eter bee a Development of individual 
Meesssand. fadions cs For government propaganda ......For free public discussion 
ECS RE A ce ee Of -fear- and.-hatted 2222-822. Of faith and goodwill 
MCT VATIONS = 2223252 oe! CGT ORS UY 2 cans si esa Mutual aid 


Between these two sets of ideas the peoples of the world must make their choice. To 
the extent that we of the democracies adopt the totalitarian ideas and methods, we lose; to 
the extent that we hold on to our democratic ideas and methods, we win — and humanity wins. 


This is the real issue now before us. Fred Eastman. in the Christian Century. 
Baptists Plan Auto Library The Nation’s Strength 
For Rural Preachers “I know three things must always be 

An associational library for use of rural To keep a nation strong and free. 
eo, 00 shavernot had the benefit of One is a hearthstone bright and dear, 
theological training and whose purses are too With busy, happy loved ones near, 


small to purchase their own books is the plan 


of Concord Baptist Association leaders of One is a ready heart and hand 


Booneville, Ark. To love, and serve, and keep the land. 
Rev. J. E. Presley, associational missionary, One is a worn and beaten way 

proposes to carry the library in his car. He To where the people go to pray. 

will contact every community in the three-coun- So long as these are kept alive. 


ty association at least once a month. The bor- 
rower will be allowed to withdraw as many as 
five or six books at a time, exchanging them God, keep them always, everywhere, | 
on the missionary’s next visit. The hearth, the flag, the place of prayer.” 


Nation and people will survive, 
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Do We Preach Christ Thus? 


A lonely young sailor in the Merchant Ma- 
rine went into an employment office in New 
York and spoke to the girl at the desk about 
sailing again. He remarked, “If a fellow could 
only be sure something would come through 
worth dying for, it wouldn’t be so bad.” 

“That’s easy,”” she said. ‘‘Christ is ‘coming 
through,’ and He’s worth dying for.” 

The sailor was so surprised he just sat and 

looked at her. He was there about ten min- 
utes, but when he left the office he felt she had 
introduced him to a friend of hers. As he put 
it: “I sort of expected to see Him walk in 
the door, it was so real. I am not lonely any 
more, and I’m not afraid. It was like she 
said, ‘I want to make you acquainted with my 
friend, Jesus. You ought to know each other, 
since He will be going your way.’ 
_ “It doesn’t matter so much now if my ship 
goes down and I go down, as long as there’s a 
God that no sub can sink—One that won't 
ever change from what is right, even if the war 
goes on forever.” —Essex. 


“So many words are written, 
So many things are said 

To prove the Christ a legend,— 
To say that hope is dead... . 


““How can my little message 
Make any earth man see 
That faith so strong and lovely 

Has walked in Galilee? 


“That faith walked on the waters 
And bade the waves be still? 

- That faith is living evidence 
Of Jesus’ holy will? 


Everyday Religion 
By JosEPpH Fort NEWTON. 


A wise teacher and helper of young people 
has worked out a technique of finding out the 
“personality difficulties’ of “his young folk. 
Youth is very shy about such things, and it 
requires skill to learn their needs. 

Here is how he does it. He takes a book 
written for young people —like the famous 
book, ‘I Dare You,” which has done so much 
good. He lets a boy take his copy to read, on 
one condition, which is very simple. 

The boy is to read the book carefully, and 
underscore the words, or passages, that appeal 
to him most. He gives the boy a colored pen- 
cil with which to mark the passages — it is all 
in deepest confidence. 
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Then he lets another boy read the book, giv- 
ing him a pencil of another color with which 
to underline the words that strike him. Then 
another boy; and after all have read and 
marked the book, the teacher checks up. 

One boy, he finds, has underscored the 
words, “Don’t be discouraged if you fail in 
your first efforts.”- The second boy underlined 
the words, ‘The more you give, the more you 
are capable of giving.” 

The third boy drew a heavy line under the 
words, “Learn to like people.” In talking it 
all over with the three boys later, the teacher 
found that the first boy was easily discouraged, 
fearful lest he fail. 

The second boy had been debating inwardly 
whether or not in these times it paid to live 
unselfishly. The third boy was afraid of peo- 
ple; that is, afraid of himself; shy, timid, and 
thought he did not like people. 

Thus each boy, without knowing it, had let 
his teacher know what was bothering him most, 
and the wise teacher was able to help. Not 
one of them would have told his teacher these 
things directly and openly. 

It required tact, skill, patience and an under- 

standing love on the part of the teacher to un- 
cover the sore spot in each boy, and help to 
heal it. This ‘method may prove helpful to 
others who are working with young folk. 
- Youth is so shy and lonely, so difficult to 
approach, we ate often baffled in our efforts to 
aid them, as we might do if we had their con- 
fidence and could share our experience with 
them, as we want so much to do. 

Happy is the boy who finds such a wise and 
clear-seeing teacher and friend in days when 
he is trying to find himself—Exchange. 


Answered Prayer 


Miraculous escape from death told in a 
letter from a Lieutenant in the United States 
Army in some far-off battle front to his sis- 
ter in Pennsylvania, received September 3, 
1942. 

Dear Sis: 

In writing this letter to you I do not know 
where to start first. To begin with, I have 
escaped death in a way so amazing I am still 
in a daze. You remember I told you when I 
knew I was going over, I was going ovet 
armed with the Bible? 


Here is the story: We had just received 
information. The most important for weeks. 
. . . Soon we discovered the enemy. It was the 
first time I'd been faced with the necessity of 
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pointing my gun at a man to kill him... . 
As I reached for my carbine, a shot from the 
enemy struck me in the breast and knocked me 
down. Thinking I was dead my pal jumped 
for me, grabbed my carbine as well as his own, 
stood astride my body, blasting away with both 
guns. . . . He was amazed when I rolled over 
and tried to get up. The force of that bullet 
had only stunned me. Dazedly, I wondered 
why. I pulled that little Bible out of my 
pocket and in utter muteness looked at the 
ugly hole in the cover. . . . It had ripped 
through Genesis, Exodus, Levitcus, Numbers, 
on through the other books, Samuel, Kings, 
Chronicles, and kept going. Where do you 
think it stopped? In the middle of Psalm 
91, pointing like a finger at this verse: “A 
thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thou- 
sand at thy right hand, but it shall not come 
nigh thee. Only with thine eyes shalt thou 
behold and see the reward of the wicked.” 

Sis, when I read that verse it raised me 
three feet off the ground. I did not know 
it was in the Bible. I read the rest of the 
chapter — the first part was ripped away. In 
utter humility I said, ‘Thank you God,” and 
felt like a little boy that had escaped the mouth 
of, an enemy of prey”... 

“All things, whatsoever ye shall ask in 
prayer, believing, ye shall receive.’”—Progress. 


Bible Pictures of Home Life 


A series of topics developed into sermons 
by the Rev. Charles Truax, Chelten Avenue 
Methodist Church, Germantown, Pa.: 

1. The Good Father 
The Ideal Mother 
The Unselfish Sister 
The Loyal Brother 
The True Lovers 
The Perfect Home 


Nea GaSe 


‘Church Repair Fund 


Securing pledges for Church Repair, under- 
taken by Epiphany Lutheran Church, Milwau- 
kee, was approached from a realistic point of 
view. Actual photographs of broken plaster on 
walls, and cracked and splintered floors were 

rinted in a 3-color announcement 11x17, 
folded double to letter-size. The front page, or 
cover, bears an illlustration of the Church un- 
der_a banner in red and green which reads: 


In Good Repair—Free of Debt 


i ‘The second page is devoted to pictures and 
a sales message, the third page carries a letter 
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from the pastor, Paul W. Roth, and the last 
page more photographs of “needed repairs.” 
A pledge card accompanied this dodger. Was 
the budget of $15,000.00 raised? Yes. Ac- 
tual photographs presented with facts convinced 
the membership that it was time to do some- 
thing about repairs. 


The Church Bell 


“Many Churches have given up too much,” 
writes E. M. Conover, Director of the Interde- 
nominational Bureau of Architecture. “Let us 
not give up the ringing of Church bells! 

“Frequently, I am asked if it is still the 
thing to do —to provide for a bell in a new 
building plan. It certainly is! Let the Church 
be the Church and hold fast to, and enlarge 
upon, Churchly things.” 


A Plea for Compassion 


The Commission on the Church and Minor- 
ity Peoples, 297 Fourth Ave., New York 10, 
New York, has issued a 30-page pamphlet on 
“The Voice of Thy Brother’s Blood,” avail- 
able at 10c a copy, with special price on larger 
numbers. 


After the War Problems 
For Ministers 


Problems that confront the ministry in the 
reconstruction period will be the central theme 
of the 13th annual Pastors’ Institute to be held 
at the University of Chicago, July 23 through 
August 6. W. Barnett Blakemore, Jr., execu- 
tive secretary of the Institute and member of 
the University’s Federated Theological Facul- 
ties, announced. Information about the two- 
weeks’ Institute may be secured from Dean 
E. C. Colwell, University of Chicago. 


Religious Contacts for 
Unchurched Children 


Elizabeth Atkinson Taft, Director of Re- 
ligious Education, Council of Churches, Syra- 
cuse and Onondaga Counties, New York, says, 
“Weekday schools of religion come in touch 
with many children who have no church home. 
Many have moved from smaller com- 
munities and have never identified themselves 
with local church homes. They do not know 
the people, everything seems strange, and they 
drift away. 

“One week-day school which began the sec- 
ond semester of this year found that out of 
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37 children, 18 had no church connection. In 
less than a month, 13 of these children were 
going to the church school, and they are still 
going. The week-day teachers took them to the 
room in the Church where they would be on 
Sundays, introduced them to the director, and 
the minister talked with them also. They felt at 
home in no time, and felt that they were 
wanted.” 

The article from which these suggestions are 
quoted is entitled, “For Every Child—God,” 
page 10, International Journal of Religious 
Education, June, 1944, issue. 

Miss Taft goes on to say, “A church in one 
city had a story, craft and music hour once a 
week right after public school. The principal 
went to each room and told the children about 
the meeting. The purpose of the story hour 
was not only to provide recreation for children 
in an area where there was no playground but 
to provide a church home for those not en- 
rolled in a church. 

“A craft period in another church was so 
well liked and well attended that the children 
asked for a period on Saturday mornings. This 
Saturday period developed into a ‘choir re- 
hearsal’ for those who liked singing, and the 
choir appeared each month during the Sunday 
school hour.” 

Here are suggestions that will fit any com- 
munity, and may do much to combat the ever- 
growing delinquency among un-Churched chil- 
dren, iii mats at. 


Says U. S. Homes Are Semi-Pagan 


“The church's post-war job is to convert the 
semi-pagans of America into 100 per cent 
Christians if we are to succeed in saving any- 
thing that savors of a Christian peace for the 
world as a whole,’ declared S$. Arthur Huston, 
bishop of the Episcopal diocese of Olympia, 
Wash., at the opening of the diocesan annual 
convention. “How many of our young men, 
now scattered all over the face ot the globe, 
had anything like a religious background when 
they went into the service? What is it that 
our chaplains have discovered and are telling 
us repeatedly ? Simply this, that with occasional 
exceptions for whom they are truly thankful, 
the overwhelming majority of the youth now 
in the throes of war know little or. nothing 
about God, the Bible, the church or anything 
whatsoever that constitutes a foundationstone 
in that just and durable peace for which they 
are fighting. And whose fault is this? Cer- 
tainly not the church’s. It is plainly the fault 
of the homes from which they come—homes 
Christian in name, semi-pagan in practice,” — 
Christian Century. ; 
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Missions to Christian ¢ 
Teachers Scheduled = 3 


The combined Missions to Christian Teach- 
ers and State Conferences on Evangelism 
through the Church School, conducted under 
the joint administration of the Department of 
Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches 
and the Department of the Advance of the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Education, are 
scheduled in some 24 states, and tentatively 
planned in a number of other states. The list 
of dates so far announced is as follows: 


Oct. 8-10—District of Columbia, Washington 

Oct. 11-13—Virginia, Richmond 

Oct. 15-17—New Hampshire, Concord or Manchester 
Missouri, Kansas City 


Oct. 18-20—DMassachusetts, Boston 
West Virginia, Charleston 
Ohio, Columbus 


Oct. 22-24—-Vermont, Barre | 
Oct. 29-31—Maryland-Delaware, Baltimore 

Colorado, Denver 

Arkansas, Little Rock 

Indiana, Indianapolis 
Nov. 1- 3—New Jersey, Newark 

Nebraska, Lincoln 


Nov. 8-10—Missouri, St. Louis 
South Dakota, Watertown 
Oregon, Portland 


Nov. 12-14—North Dakota, Fargo ; 
Washington, Yakima ? 
New York, Rochester ; 
Illinois, Decatur , 

Nov. 15-17—New York, Albany 

Nov. 19-21—Pennsylvania, Harrisburg 
Oklahoma, Oklahoma City 

Nov. 26-28—North Carolina, Charlotte 


For the Earth-bound 


If I could find a higher tree 
Farther and farther I should see.” : 


Robert Louis Stevenson expressed for the 
child that yearning that most of us know—the 
wish to be up and away and beyond! When 
we were children we could satisfy our longi 
just a bit, by climbing a tree or swinging hh 
In the days of our childhood, we knew how 
felt to go “up in the air and down!” i 

And in similar fashion today I often fin 
myself wishing for a high place. Literally, it is 
usually quite impossible to climb to any height, 
but, because God has recognized our needs he 
has put it into human hearts to provide the high 
places where our souls might climb. 

I wish that I might give you, completely, a 
perfectly wonderful view. It came to me in a 
poem by Don Blanding called ‘God's Eye 
View" from a collection of poignantly mean- 
ingful poems that bear the title, Pilot Bails Out. 
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He calls the poem ‘‘an air map for the earth- 
bound” and who is there of us who is not 
earth-bound in much of our living and at the 
same time, in so very much of our thinking? 

A pilot is speaking—-one-who has a peculiar 
right to speak to us in this trouble-filled day: 


You get a God’s-eye view of things . . . up 
there, 
A different world . . . a world, vast, clean and 


fair. 
No, not a different world, a different view 
And all accustomed things seem changed and 
new 
“A different view,” he says. Through the 
wonders of God’s universe, he senses ‘the 
mighty blue-print of God's plans” and with 
eyes full wide to the tragedy and with ears most 
sensitive to the discord and confusion, he de- 
clares: 
You know that this day’s leaden sorrow yields 
The next day’s gold... . 


You see the patient sun that waits . 


. up there 


And hear God say, Tomorrow will be fair. 

Not so much the change of scene as the 
change in the view that we take—that is what 
helps most in our thinking these days!—The 
Lady With the Pencil, from “The Christian 
Advocate,” The Family Circle, by Bernice Bur- 
roughs. 


Warning to Preachers 


You will not have been long in the ministry 
before you discover that it is possible to be 
fussily busy about the Holy Place and yet to 
lose the wondering sense of the Holy Lord. 
We may have much to do with religion and yet 
not be religious. We may become mere guide- 
posts when we were intended to be guides. We 
may indicate the way, and yet not be found in 
it. We may be professors but not pilgrims. 
Our studies may be workshops instead of “upper 
tooms.” Our share in the table provisions may 
be that of analysts rather than guests. We may 
become so absorbed in words that we forget to 
eat the Word. And the consummation of the 
subtle peril may be this: we may come to as- 
sume that fine talk is fine living, that exposi- 
tory skill is deep piety, and while we are fondly 
hugging the non-essentials the veritable essence 
escapes.—] owett. 


Church Has “Silent Pew” 
For Deaf and Dumb 


Twenty persons of various ages and denom- 
inations comprise the so-called “‘silent pew” in 
the First Baptist Church in Columbus, Ga., all 
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of them deaf and dumb. The sermons of Dr. 
F. S. Porter and the hymns and prayers are 
relayed to the group in sign language. 

The person responsible for this innovation is 
Mrs. S. P. Wright, wife of a Columbus coal 
dealer. She learned sign language as a child 
but used it infrequently until the “silent pew” 
idea occurred to her. Now deaf and dumb 
churchgoers not only ‘hear’ the sermon which 
Mrs. Wright, standing with her back to the 
minister, relays to them, but they sing the 
hymns in signs. 

Mrs. Wright is assisted by Major Fred Sparks 
of Fort Benning and Mrs. J. C. Raiford, whose 
husband is deaf and who learned the sign lan- 
guage from her deaf father when she was a 
child.—R. N. S. in Lutheran Standard. 


Voting a Duty 


_ Voting in time of peace should be as binding as 
fighting in time of war. It is not only a political 
privilege, but a social duty. It matters not what posi- 
tion or place we take, we cannot dodge the responsi- 
bility of the ballot. The man who fails to vote is 
the betrayer of a constitutional trust and the embez- 
zler of a blood-bought right. Our fathers dethroned 
the king and placed in our hands the ballot, and on 
our shoulders the responsibility of every government 
wrong. Every man owes it to his country to exercise 
the right of suffrage on election day. He is not a 
good citizen who would go to the ballot box with 
less courage or with less conviction than he would 
shoulder arms to march against an invading foe. Fre- 
quently the man who bewails the loudest and blub- 
bers the longest about the wrongs that be, is the fel- 
low who knows the least about the polling booth. 
Generally the man who never reads a party platform, 
who knows least about election days, who never 
champions a cause until after the verdict has been 
returned, is the one who whines the most about the 
unwise administration of public affairs. Curbstone 
crooks and back-alley bums should not vote with 
more fidelity than those of the pulpit and the pew.— 
Pat M. Neff. 


3,200,000 Births in 1943 Set All-Time 
U. S. Record 


Science Service, New York, reports, marriages and 
fatal accidents declined, births and deaths increased 
in the United States during 1943, it appears from 
the latest statistical bulletin issued by the Metropoli- 
tan Life Insurance Company here. When all the 
1943 babies are finally counted by the Census Bureau, 
their number will probably be 3,200,000, the largest 
for any year in the history of the nation. 

The war apparently can be credited with the in- 
crease in births, decrease in marriages by about 
75,000 from the previous year to 1,725,000 in 1943, 
and the decrease in fatal accidents. The latter num- 
ber about 31,000, which is fewer than the previous 
year. The decrease is due almost entirely to the fall- 
ing off in deaths in motor-vehicle accidents. The 
increase in births and birth rate was gratifyingly ac- 
companied by a decrease in infant mortality. The 
general death rate for 1943 will be about 10.9 per 
1000 popuation, an increase of only 5 per cent over 
1942, which was the best health year on record. 
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‘(THB PULPIT 


DO eT 


HEALERS OF HEARTS 


WM. PASSAVANT GERBERDING 


F ; j in tnglis 7 1 S the 
di i er olivered at the annual meeting of the English Evangelical Lutheran Synod of 
ee se ised a iB Se Laan iioest: held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, May 17. 


Text: To bind up the broken hearted. —lIsa. 
Gili, 


DEEM it a great honor to speak to you 

tonight, but I also feel a tremendous re- 

sponsibility. The Church and the world 
need you badly. You have made a difficult 
choice in deciding to continue your theological 
studies rather than answer the more glamorous 
call to the colors. I congratulate you on your 
obedience to your conscience and on the splen- 
did step you are taking this evening. May God 
bless you and keep you steadfast in your noble 
resolve. 

It has taken some of us years to realize and 
appreciate the immensity of the number of 
broken-hearted in this world. When we are 
young, the world looks pretty rosy and healthy. 
But we soon recognize the truth of the state- 
ment that “man is born unto trouble, as the 
sparks fly upward.” This has ever been true; 
but need I say that it is doubly so today? Prob- 
lems, problems, until we reel under their im- 
pact, and many go down under them. I am 
not thinking primarily of the large social prob- 
lems: War and Peace, world-scaled destruction 
and rebuilding, with the myriad ramifications 
of economics, politics, food, finance, education, 
etc. I doubt if there is really much you can 
do about them, except to guide the thinking 
of your people and thus perhaps contribute in 
a small way to forming public opinion. They 
are not your primary concern. I am presenting 
to you the problem of the individual. After all, 
even in the midst of a world-wide upheaval, 
involving hundreds of millions of human be- 
ings, it is the individual who counts. A Gen- 
eral slaps an individual soldier and it arouses 
a storm of indignation such as the massacre of 
millions could never evoke. A skillful retreat 
can be executed that would save a million lives, 
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but it could not bring forth the admiration 
that a nurse, doctor, or chaplain does when he 
ministers to a lone wounded private left lying. 
near the front. Mass ministries leave us cold, 
but the personal heart-to-heart ministry to an 
individual warms us. 

So try to grasp the important significance of 
the need to bind up the broken hearted, to 
preach good tidings unto the meek, to proclaim 
liberty to the captives, to open the prison to 
them that are bound; to appoint unto them 
that mourn in Zion to give unto them beauty 
for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the gat 
‘ment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that 
they might be called trees of righteousness, the 
planting of the Lord, that He might be glori- 
fied. The need was ever the same. When 
Jesus saw the multitude he had compassion on } 
them, because they were as sheep having no 
shepherd. “Be kind,” Ian Maclaren was wont 
to say; “be kind: every man you meet is fight 
ing a hard battle.’ 

Oscar Wilde once remarked that there is 
enough suffering in any London Lane to show 
that God does not love men. He revised that 
opinion when he himself reached the place of 
suffering and found it the place of a Presence. | 
Yet the Preacher whose imagination is quick 
will find enough suffering in his own congre- 
gation to leave him awe-struck. He will yearn 
over his people with something of that com-| 
passion which was in Jesus. He will, perhaps, 
have a strange imagining of everybody in his 
church coming down the aisle to cast his bur- 
den in front of the Chancel Cross—the man 
with the bitter memory forever gnawing at his 
heart, the Mother whose son is gone away to 
War or who has recently stood by a cold grave, 
the young woman who has been disappointed 
in love or who has been tempted into sin; the 
elderly man who tomorrow must lie upon an 
operating table. Down the aisle they come, 
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made, piling up their burdens on the Chanel 
floor until the black heap lifts the roof and 
makes its own entreaty to the sky. If the 
preacher has not been visited with such imagin- 
ings, it were better for him that he should not 
preach. 

If Jesus saw the people of His day harassed 
and distracted “‘as sheep having no shepherds” 
does He look with less pitying eye on our mod- 
ern folk? Electricity can work wonders, but 
it cannot light the pathway to peace. Our 
achines can generate stupendous power, but 
ot power to bind up a broken heart. Our 
levators whisk us up 60, 70, 80 floors, but 
hey cannot lift us nearer to God. Our wealth 
is fabulous, but it cannot buy back our child- 
ood prayers. Beneath the crackling brilliance 
f America and its present sense of power, 
here .lives a pathetic wistfulness. There is a 
Oignant sadness underneath the gayest mask. 
I could take my membership list and go 
through it with you and show you that in al- 
ost every home there is something of the 
broken heart. And if this is true of our mem- 
ers who have experienced something of the 
race of God, what of those who have not 
ven that comfort, but are covering up under 

blase guise of indifference ? 

What about our 11 million youth in the Ser- 
ice? Think you that they are not in need? I 
uppose there is not one of them who has not 
xperienced homesickness, loneliness and fear. 
he temptations of their abnormal life are so 
reat that one may almost have a feeling of 
ympathy for their sins. It is with reluctance 
hat we sit in judgment on them. They and 
heir families are all deserving of our pity and 
ove, our deep yearning to help them. 

II. Now for all this there is a cure; an only 
nd sure remedy. Of course we have not as 
et named the root malady. It is sz. What 
e need is a Saviour; then He becomes a 
Telper and a Healer; a Comforter and Friend. 
he Gospel is the proclamation of that good 
ews to sinful and weary hearts. “Fear not, 
or behold I bring you glad tidings of great 
oy; for unto you is born a Saviour, which is 
hrist the Lord.” That sounds the note of 
heer and challenge. The Gospel is not an 
asy optimism, yet it gives sure promise of re- 
lemption and reclamation. Those who make 
onfession to God and restitution to men and 
rust Him for forgiveness and strength, find 
he tides of a life-giving Spirit flooding into 
he little pool of their mortal days to give an 
cean fulness. The Gospel is always a Sursum 
orda. Men will not be satisfied with a diag- 
osis of their present ills; they crave some 
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showing of what courageous stuff humanity is | 
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Most companies do 
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Policy is Issued up 
to your 71st Birthday! 
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pledge of vitality. The whole duty of preach- 
ing in our age, infested by noise and ravaged 
by externals, is the bequeathing of the sense 
of God. And we know that He has revealed 
Himself to us in Christ. “God was in Christ 
reconciling the world unto Himself.” Christ is 
our all in all, the beginning and the ending of 
our lives. In Him was life and the life was 
the light of men. Christ is the one who was 
anointed to bind up the broken-hearted. He 
- is the cure for our heart trouble. 

“Unto me, who am less than the least of all 
saints, was this grace given, to preach unto the 
Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ.” 

Here, then, are the unsearchable riches of 
Christ, riches of love, riches of pardon, riches 
of comfort, riches of health, riches for restor- 
ing the sin-scorched wastes of the soul, riches 
for sublimating sorrow and pain, riches for 
healthily adjusting the perverted relationships 
of the home, the state and the race. These 
riches are ours. We need no other medicine 
with which to go forth into a weary sin-cursed 
world. 

One of the best and shortest descriptions of 
His ministry is found in Acts 10:38 ‘who went 
about doing good.” His presence touched all 
manner of folk; the sick, the lepers, the blind, 
the maimed, the halt, the troubled, worried, 
bereaved, those mentally and emotionally un- 
balanced; yea, even the dead themselves, and 
they all responded to His treatment. They 
were cured, helped, strengthened, saved. He 
approached those engrossed in the affairs of 
this life and said simply ‘‘Follow Me’ and they 
left all and followed Him. They seemed to 
recognize instantly that He was the object of 
their soul’s desire. 

What made His petsonality so dynamic and 
His medicine so effective? There can be no 
other explanation than that He was the Son 
of God. And the remedy for their ills did not 
just originate in this unique personality, but 
in something far deeper. No, it needs some- 
thing drastic and Christ accomplished our Re- 
demption on the Cross. That is the one thing 
needful—the Cross. ‘Hold thou thy cross be- 
fore my closing eyes.’’ It means sacrifice, love, 
suffering, the broken heart. By this we know 
that’ He can sympathize with us in our infirm- 
ities and that with His stripes we are healed. 
That is the attractive bond between God and 
broken-hearted humanity. “And I, if I be 
lifted up will draw all men unto me.’ Once 
in a village in India, when an Evangelist was 
using pictures thrown on a screen in the open 
air, many of the crowd were non-Christians; 
some even hostile. But when the picture of 
Christ upon the Cross was shown, a “hushed 
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“should be chosen first to share this wealth, to 


silence fell upon the group and one could al 
that they were under a spell. We were sure 
then that He is the all sufficient Saviour of the 
world. “The Son of man came to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” + 

The final thing I wish to say about Christ 
the Cure, is that He is anxious and yearning to 
heal. It was His life passion. He not only is 
the passive cure, but Himself wants mankind 
to have it. He has taken the initiative in giy- 
ing Himself to us. “Ye have not chosen me, 
but I have chosen you.” 

It is His earnest desire that ALL should be 
saved. “And He is the propitiation for our 
sins; and not for ours only, but for the World, 
the Saviour of the World. Let us never forget 
that, in the midst of all the various schemes 
and plans for world peace and reclamation. 
There is one cure, effective and efficacious. Be 
it your glory and blessed privilege to apply it, 
even in a small way to a broken-hearted world 
of sinful individuals. 

III. The Human bearers of the Cure; Heal- 
ers of Hearts. The Lord hath appointed ME 
to bind up the broken-hearted; He hath sent 
ME to preach good tidings to the meek. Named 
priests of the Lord men shall call you Ministers 
of Christ. “Unto me, who am less than the 
least of all saints, was this grace given, =to 
preach the unsearchable riches of Christ,” the 
astounding amazement of it, that you and I 


claim the inheritance, and then to pass it unto 
others. Surely we must often pause in a sense 
of extreme wonderment that the condescending 
Lord should have chosen us to be the vehicles? 
and messengers of eternal grace. “Why did 
Jesus choose Judas?” said an inquirer once 
Dr. Parker. “I don’t know,” he replied, “but 
I have a bigger mystery still, I cannot make out 
why he chose ME.” 

Unto me was this grace given, Without 
that grace there can be no herald and without 
that grace there can be no gospel. There is a 
old legend of the noble hall and the horn that 
hung by the gate waiting for the heir’s return; 
none could blow the horn except the heir t 
the noble pile. One stranger after another 
would come and put the horn to his lips, but 
fail to sound the blast. Then the heir appeared j 
took the horn down from the gate, blew it 
and there came a blast that rang down the val/ 
ley and wound round the hills. 

None but the one who has the grace of the 
heir can blow the horn of the Gospel. Our 
main work, our supreme task, before which all 
others pale is to tell the good news, to g¢ 
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everywhere, letting everybody know about the 
(Continued on page 342) 
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‘MY BODY... 
MY BLOOD” 


CHARLES HADDON NABERS, D.D. 


ark 14-22-24. 


N the days of Joshua when the children of 
Israel crossed the river Jordan into the 
Promised land, their leader told them to 

uild a monument of twelve stones by the 

estern banks of the stream, to pile them high 

Gilgal, their camping site, so that in later 
ges when children asked, “What mean these 
ones?’’ they could reply, ‘They mark the way 
y which God delivered our people.” At the 
lop of the page in your Bible is a simple story 
ntitled, ““The Memorial of Deliverance.”’ 

In the Lord’s Supper we have another and 
ar greater memorial of deliverance. The im- 
eriled people comprise not merely Israel, but 
Il mankind. The danger is not a wandering 
rmy seeking to kill the body, but sin that 
lays the soul. The memorial is not an irregu- 
r cairn of dark, water-rounded rocks, but 
read and wine, symbols of the body and blood 
f the Son of God. 

When your sons and daughters tug at your 

rms as they sit beside you at church, see elders 

ift the white linen covers off the silver vessels 

n the sacramental tables, the plates of broken 

read and the tiny cups of wine handed to the 

raying worshippers as a deep hush falls over 

e congregation, and ask, “What mean these 

ings?’’ you must have ready your answer, for 
that answer you are grasping a divinely given 

pportunity to declare unto them the great 
ings our Lord hath done for us, whereof we 
re glad. 

Let me indicate an answer amply adequate. 
We do this because Jesus directed us to do 
. In an upper room in Jerusalem with the dis- 
iples gathered about Him at a long table, “the 
ord Jesus, the same night in which he was 
etrayed took bread: and when he had given 
hanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat, this is 
y body, which is broken for you: this do in 
emembrance of me. After the same manner 
Iso he took the cup, when he had supped, 
aying, “This cup is the new testament in my 
lood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in re- 
nembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this 
read, and drink this cup, we do show the 
ord’s death till he come’.” 
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OUR IMMEDIATE 
ATTENTION IS ON 


YOUR POST-WAR 
ORGAN 


Now ... more and more Moller 
Craftsmen are being released from 
wat production. NOW... Moller 
Craftsmen are turning their imme- 
diate attention to planning again 
The Artist of Organs—The Organ 
of Artists. 


If your plans for a Méller Organ 
have, of war-necessity, been halted, 


NOW is the time to remember 
Moller Craftsmanship. Your order 
NOW assures you a top position on 
the Moller Preferred List of those 
who will be among the first to se- 
cure early possession of a post-war 
Moller Organ. 


Write Moller NOW—your name on 
the Moller Preferred List insures 
our immediate attention to your 
post-war Organ. 


OM OLE. 
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HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 


BUY MORE WAR BONDS 


PULPIT GOWNS 
VESTMENTS for 
CLERGY and CHOIR 
CHURCH HANGINGS 
CLERICAL SUITS CASSOCKS 
ALTAR LINENS 


Inquiries Invited 


C. M. ALMY & SON, Inc. 


562 Fifth Ave. New York, N. Y. 


“What 
is a sacrament? A sacrament is a holy ordin- 
ance instituted by Christ, wherein, by sensible 
signs, Christ and the benefits of the new cove- 
nant are represented, sealed and applied to be- 


We do it because it is a sacrament. 


lievers.”’ Protestantism has but two sacraments 
Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Baptism is 
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the sacrament marking one’s continuance in the 
church and one’s renewed allegiance to matters 
of the soul. In the Lord’s supper ‘The signs” 
are the bread and wine, given and received, to 
represent the atoning death of Christ. 


“This is my body, which is given for you; 
Do this,” he said, “and break, remembering 
mene 
O Lamb of God, our Paschal off’ring true, 
To us the Bread of Life each moment be. 


“This is my blood, for sins’ remissions shed;” 
He spake, and passed the cup of blessing 
round; 
So let us drink, and on life’s fullness fed, 
With heavenly joy each quickening pulse 
shall bound. 


Jesus said for us to do-it; therefore we do 
it. Since all the words of God are spoken in 
love and wisdom, it were not impertinence 
for us to ask why He should have instituted 
this sacrament. He sought to be remembered 
by us this way. 

The bread and the wine both point unerringly 
to the Cross on which Jesus died. That body 
was broken for us, even as the bits of bread 
used in the communion service are broken for 
us. That blood was poured out for us, even 
as the fruit of the vine is poured out for us 
in the sacramental cups. In some strange way 


that we shall never know fully until the dawn ~ 


of eternity the death of the Christ on Calvary 
lifts the load of sin off the hearts of believers. 
The simplest and truest statement of the Cross 
is: “He died for me.” In that death I see both 
the wisdom and the love of God for sinful 
man, each raised to the superlative degree, with 
a radiance that penetrates every dark spot in 
the universe, and every black spot in my soul. 
First of all, Christ died,—that is the essence of 
our faith. The Cross stands at the center of 
our faith. 


DYING AS A CHRISTIAN 


NE of our Washington, D. C., newspapers carried the unusual story of an aged 
woman, Miss Sarah Dooley, a native of Ireland, who had lived in this country 

for approximately 55 years and desired to be naturalized. 
She appeared before Justice David A. Pine, of the District Court. The Court 
asked her why she had waited so long to become naturalized. She replied, “I haven't 
lived an American, but I want to die an American.” ; 


14., 1944. 


So it 1s, many are they who live in this world neglecting the plain duty of be- 
It is patriotic to desire to die as an American. 
that one be prepared to die as a Christian and the way to do that 


coming Christians. 


Christian. 
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“The Cross still stands for Right 
Against ungodly Might; 
God’s love is that eternal Light 
That shines forever, 
Failing never, 
In the darkest night. 


“Though worlds in ruins lie, 

Though man, despairing, die. 

Thou earth doth still Christ crucify,— 
The Cross stands ever, 
Failing never, 
Love to glorify. 


“God's love to testify, 

Man’s faith to justify, 

All life and death to dignify,— 
The Cross stands ever, 
Failing never, 

Of its sovereignty. 


“God’s love hung on The Tree; 
Christ died—for you—and me;— 
So—love liveth ever, 
Failing never, 
Through eternity.” 

Beyond the Cross, the redeemed child 0 
God sees the Crown. The Lord's Supper point 
beyond the death to the return of Christ 1 
power and glory. Until He comes, we watc 
and wait. Until He come, we commune 
gether and with Him by faith and hope an 
love. Until He come we pray and toil wi 
Him and for Him. The Lord’s Supper brin 
us ever closer to each other and to our Lor 
By faith we sit with each other and with th 
Christ at the sacramental table: 

“I said to a man who stood at the gate 
the years—Give me a light that I may trea 
safely into the unknown!” 

And he replied—'‘Go out into the dark an 
put your hand into the hand of God. That wi 
be to you better than a light, and safer than 
known way.” 

This we do at this communion service. 


. 


She was 75 years old on February 


Is’ 35 important 
is to live as a 
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SALVAGING 
THE HOME 


AARON N. MECKEL 


ext: Psalm 11 Sey 


ECENTLY I picked up a little book 
which was entitled “The Inhumanities 
of Parents.” The author describes a visit 

a community in which there were many 

yorking men and women. All through the 

ight, he says, he could hear the cries of chil- 
fen who were beaten by their parents—most 
kely overworked and tired individuals. That 
vas in 1904. If a book were to be written in 
€ year 2004, I suggest the title might quite 
kely be, “The Worldliness of Parents, ” de- 
ribing the dominant parental mood of today 

S a preoccupation with things rather than 
alues, absolutes, ultimates. Did not Emerson 

y, Things are in the saddle and ride man- 

ind?” Of course there are many exceptions. 

me notes homes in a congregation like this 

hich are veritable oases in the desert of a 

cular day. When J. Edgar Hoover was asked 

fa statement for Family Week, May 10th to 
7th, he accused the parents of America of ‘“‘a 
tm of treason closely akin to giving aid and 
mfort to the enemy.’ He referred to “the 
etrayal of parents of their trust through their 
ilure to provide the loving guidance and de- 
otion which are the endowment and birthright 

f every child.’’ Here also are a few statistics 
support of Mr. Hoover's allegation: the ar- 

st of girls under the age of twenty-one since 

941 is up 130 per cent; of boys under eight- 

en 40 per cent for criminal assault, 39 per 

nt for robbery and.23 per cent for theft. 

Surely in the light of those rather uncom- 
ortable facts, ours is a timely text: “If the 
undations are destroyed, what can the right- 
ous do?” The reply might well be, Why, 
build those foundations from the bottom up! 
© put our American home life back on a 
able, spiritual basis! Said the old Chinese 
roverb, “It is better to light a candle than to 
urse the darkness!” 

We can, if morally in earnest, with God's 
elp, salvage the American home of today. 
And towards that end we must first of all get 
practicing religion back into our homes. The 
American home, your home and mine, must 
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\\ religious revival. Let “‘Devo- 
\\ tional Hymns” bringnew LIFE 
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dicate type of book needed. Give hacen and ome 
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ink. It prints ANYTHING you HANDWRITE, HAND- 
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Printing Stencils are Blue with Silver Top, Printed 
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machine. It includes 4 Stencils, 1 Writing Plate, Hand- 
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again become the radiant center of a divine 
Faith. : 5 

Few people seem to realize the seriousness 
of this situation in America. It is quite possible 
that the foundations are crumbling under our 
very own feet, and that we are unaware of it. 
Enter the average home of today and here 1s 
what you are quite apt to find: every other 
conceivable regimen is set up, regimens of a 
cultural, educational, physical, even dietetical 
nature,—all but a spiritual one. Prayer has 
practically becomeé‘a Idst art in most homes. 
The family no longer joins in a moment of 
reverent silence before the Almighty. Food is 
hurriedly gulped down without asking the 
blessing of God or giving thanks. True, some 
of us might have been raised in homes where 
religion was a matter of cold ritual and obli- 
gation. We said, “None of that for my chil- 
dren!’”’ In our iconoclastic zeal we quite forget 
that the Christian religion can be a joyous, life- 
giving, all-determining experience in the for- 
mative life of the child. And so, in our haste, 
we ‘throw the baby out with the bath.” 

A presiding bishop of the Episcopal Church 
recently stated in an address on the West Coast 
that if we are going to have a worthwhile 
peace, then we must convert the semi-pagan 
home life of America back to a Christian basis. 
He stated that chaplains are writing back to 
say that the majority of men in the armed ser- 
vice know practically nothing of God, the 
Bible, the Christian Church, or the foundations 
that must enter into the durable peace they are 
fighting for. In that same vein, General Clark’s 
wife has been saying to the women of America, 
“Your first duty is in the home, by your chil- 
dren.’ Let us pray that they will take that sin- 
cere counsel to heart. 

Again, there is need of a militant, moral re- 
sistance on the part of parents and of youth 
leaders to stem the tide of cheap and debili- 
tating amusements that threaten to engulf the 
modern home! The Church of Christ must ut- 
ter that word of warning frankly and cour- 
ageously, or else hang her head in shame. Not 
that this is a blanket indictment of homes in 
general; but one sometimes fears that we are 
so busy winning the war abroad that we are in 
subtle danger of losing it at home. 

Suppose you accompany me on a little trek. 
Enter an average home and take a look at the 
magazines and newspapers and books on the 
reading table. How high an intellectual and 
moral level would you say there is to be found 
there? Walk on down Main Street with me, 
and look at the various hangouts,—the saloons 
mistakingly called “‘restaurants,”’ on our way. 
See the large number of women crowding 
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about the bar. Inspect some of our newer 
homes and see the bar built right into them. 
Then take a look at the newsstands as we go 
by. Did you ever see cheaper, more salacious, 
sexy thrash on display? This is not even to 
mention the liquor and gambling ads which 
are hawked wholesale into our homes over 
radio. And of course we haven't even referred 
to the influence of the motion picture industry. 
Occasionally one can see a decent, even help- 
ful, picture, but surely that can’t be said of the 
great majority. The great host of the millions 
of American children that flood to the movies 
weekly in America do so without parents hay- 
ing made the least effort to discriminate be- 
tween good and bad pictures. Judge Milo Per- 
kins of our Boston Juvenile Court recently said 
that most parents want clean water, good food, 
the latest gadgets for their children, but are 
notoriously blind and indifferent as to what 
enters into their minds and emotional life. I 
have referred to the new high in delinquency, 
to the statistics on criminal assault, theft, chil 
dren, born out of wedlock. But why should w 
be surprised as a nation of people, or even 
members of Christian Churches? Is it not 
blunt, unvarnished truth that many of us af 
abetting, actually supporting the conditions thai 
make crime possible? How many of you, fo 
instance, have even lifted a hand to right th 


moral resistance on the part of parents am 
youth leaders to the tide of cheap amusement 
that threaten to engulf our American home life 
Yes, and the substitution of clean, whole 
recreation in their place to absorb the laten 
energies of youth. 

And then, hand in hand with these sugges 
tions we must somehow get back the equivalen 
of the Family Church. Somehow we must fe 
establish in so far as possible, the family ; 
The worship unit on Sunday mornings mus! 
again be the family — father, mother, child) 
When in our Protestant Churches we separated 
the educational and worshiping functions, 
sent the children to Sunday School and reserved 
the more formal worship service for adults, 
we drove a fissure right through the life of th 
organic Church. As a result, not only did 
day School attendance fall off, but parents bi 
the thousands were lost to the Church. In thi 
Church, we are seeking now to rebuild a cu 
riculum of education, worship, social activiti 
and recreation, not for some of the family, b 
for the family as a whole. Let us face fr 
the grim prospect of a generation growing u 
apart from the spiritual nurture and influe 
of the Christian Church, a situation so omino' 
that many of our leaders are openly saying th 


The Eaposit 


.% 


. 
g 


oa 


- threatens the future of our Nation. Even in 
ur more active Churches we are losing many 
f our young people for this reason primarily: 
hat parents have let their precious loyalty and 
levotion to the Christian Church slip. One 
ometimes gets the impression from some 
rents that the secondary loyalties,—the club, 
e lodge, the social group,—are more import- 
nt to them and their children than the Church 
f Jesus Christ, which God has ordained for 


ur youth still are married in the Church and 
any parents still have their children baptized 
ere. But, using the Church for our own sel- 
sh ends is one thing; to love and serve the 
hurch for which Christ gave His life, that is 
nother. 

I, therefore, urge that family covenants be 
t up between parents and children, to set 
part at least one hour a week for the public 
orship of God. You younger parents, you 
ho are children of Christian homes, lift high 
le torch of Christian loyalty which trusting 
arents gave into your hands. Adorn the much 
Iked about ‘‘Fourth Freedom,” for which men 
re dying this instant, with the grace of loyalty 
nd example. If the foundations be destroyed, 
e it ours to rebuild them. 

When in the First World War the Germans 
vaded Belgium, placing the lives of the peo- 
le in jeopardy, it was Cardinal Mercier, great 
hurchman and humanitarian, who stood by to 
mfort and help. On an act of mercy, one 
ay, he was informed that the cathedral where 
e worshiped was destroyed by the enemy. We 
te told that the great Christian, his eyes on a 
rucifix, spoke as follows: “The disciple is not 
bove his Master, nor the servant above his 
ord. We shall rebuild!’ 

May that be our high resolve. If the foun- 
ations be destroyed, WE SHALL REBUILD! 


Begin the Day With God 


Begin the day and close with God, 
Trust not your strength alone, 

For life’s too big for you to fight, 
‘Twill cause your heart to groan. 


Begin the day and close with God, 
Think not to win the fray, 

Your puny strength is not enough 
To stem the tide today. 


Begin the day and close with God, 

Amid life’s busy mart, 

Your trust will teach you through the day 
To know the Father's heart. 

—Glenn E. Wagoner, No. Manchester, Ind. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS 


Wm. J. Hart, D.D. 


The Spirit Which Made America 
Isa. 49:22. “And set up my standard to the 
people.” 

In Ponca City, Oklahoma, is symbolized the 
figure of “The Pioneer Woman,” the statue 
represents a woman, her face up, her eyes 
alight, with a Bible under her right arm, her 
left hand holding the hand of a young lad 
with whom she is stepping briskly forward. 
The pioneer women of our land took the Bible 
as the book of life, transmitted it through their 
bodies and blood, and then passed its prin- 
ciples on to their children, with whom they 
kept in step, walking bravely and hopefully 
forward to a better day. Such was the spirit 
which made America, and such only is the 
spirit which can save her future—From ‘Date 
with Destiny,” by R. W. Sockman, p. 157. 
(Abingdon-Cokesbury Press.) 


Please Sing the Last Stanza 
Psa. 20:5. “In the name of our God we will 
_ Set up our banners.” 


Early in January, 1942, Dr. Harry G. Camp- 
bell, superintendent of schools in New York 
City, informed the principals of all schools 
that thereafter when the national anthem was 
rendered the last stanza should be sung. ‘‘ ‘The 
Star-Spangled Banner,’ he said, was appropriate 
to the international situation.” 

So, at a time when young men were being 
drafted into the military service of their coun- 
try, younger children were expected to main- 
tain the spirit of patriotism by singing in their 
school gatherings: 

“O thus be it e’er when freemen shall stand 
Between their loved homes and war's deso- 
lation; 
Blessed with victory and peace, may the 
Heaven-rescued land 
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved 
us a nation! 
Then conquet we must when our cause it is 
just, 
And this be our motto, ‘In God is our trust’; 
And the star-spangled banner in triumph shall 
wave, 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the 
brave,” 
—From Hart's "Stories of Our National 
Songs.” (W. A. Wilde Co.). 
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Learning to “Keep Our Balance” 
Heb. 12:2. “Looking unto Jesus.” 


When you learned to walk it was a difficult 
business. Feet and legs seemed to go all wrong, 
and you wanted to look at them to make them 
go right. It was only when you looked away 
from them that you at last learnt to walk from 
one chair to another. 

Remember when you learnt to ride a bike? 
That was tricky, too, and once again it was 
only when you looked up and looked ahead that 
you managed it. 

Have you learnt to ride a horse? It looked 
easy enough—until you tried it. And yet again 
you had to learn to look up and look ahead. 

Walking, cycling, riding—the secret in every 
case is balance, and you never learn to balance 
yourself so long as you look at the ground. 

Balance is important in learning to live. It 
is saying “No” to the forces which try to pull 
you down. Here again, look up and look 
ahead. ‘Looking unto Jesus,” we learn self- 
control. We learn to “keep our balance.”— 


_F. H. E., Methodist Recorder, London. 


Desired the Living Water 
John 4:10. “And he would have given thee 
living water.” 

Writing from his “home country” of Ore 
gon, amid mountains and rivers, Dr. Daniel A. 
Poling said: 

“An hour ago I sprawled beside a rusht 
stream from which I had just taken a dozenj 
lovely trout. I drank long and eagerly. Withl 
my thirst quenched, I sat up and braced 
tired back against a moss covered vine-maple 
Thus I rested for a few minutes before begin4 
ning the climb out of the canyon and back a 
the camp. Then came, from a memory that m 
mother filled with stories and verses from 
old, old Book, the words of One who sat b 
an ancient well long ago and said to a famishe 
woman, “Whosoever drinketh of this wate 
shall thirst again; but whosoever drinketh o 
the water I shall give him shall never thirst 
but the water that I shall give him shall be i 
him a well of water springing up into ever 
lasting life.” And as the woman listened < 
great eagerness came upon her and she cried 
“Give me this water!’” Hers was the age-lon 
quest for the deathless spring that makes me 
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orever new; hers was the cry for that draught 
o deep that thirst can never come again. 

And that is what I need most. 
_ More than any drink from an Oregon River 
vhen limbs are weary and the day is done; 
ore than a vacation high among the moun- 
ins of the West; more than peace and te- 
reshment far from the “maddening city’s 
larion call”—I need the long and satisfying 
rink from that spring opened by the Man of 
alilee—The Christian Herald. 


oo Busy! 
Kings 20:40. “And as thy servant was busy 
here and there, he was gone.” 


Over the gateway of a Los Angeles club is 
is inscription: ‘The man who is too busy to 
erve God and humanity is—too busy.’’—Chris- 
ian Endeavor World. 


here the Stars Forever Shine 
er. 31:35. The stars for a light.” 

The youngest son of a devout Christian fam- 
y was enrolled in the air corps and was about 
graduate from his course of training in navi- 
ation. One of the requirements of graduation 
as that he must navigate his ship over strange, 
nd perhaps dangerous, country by night. 
When the final testing day came the radio 
ported storms on their way. There was every 
dication that it would be a bad night, and the 
oy's mother was, very naturally, in a state of 
onsiderable anxiety. Late in the afternoon a 
umble woman of great faith dropped in for 
call, and in the conversation the mother con- 
essed her concern over the impending tests. 
he skies were already overcast and threaten- 


The caller listened with a sympathetic calm 
s the mother poured out her anxious heart, 
nd then said, “Do not worry over your son, 
y dear. It is true that the clouds are heavy 
d dark, and that the night is going to be bad. 
jut your boy will take his ship up far above 
e clouds, where the stars forever shine.”’ 

There was something in the caller’s faith 
at became contagious. The mother went to 
e window and looked out. The words ‘where 
e stars forever shine’’ gave her a new sense of 
ision, and far away and above the storm she 
w the serene night that looks down upon the 
orm, glistening with the myriads of stars. As 
e looked upon the scene in her imagination 
he femembered the times she had put the lad 
bed, as a tiny little fellow, and heard his 
ood-night prayers. She recalled those occa- 
ions when, as a youth, he had come to her 
ith his problems and had been taught to pray. 
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Across her memory there flashed some of the 
brave sentences out of his letters, written from 
camp. And then she knew! That (Christian 
home had taught the boy how to “take his 
ship above the clouds, where the stars forever 
shine,’ and her heart was at rest again. She 
could trust God, her own painstaking training, 
and her son! 

And then the stars shone for all of them.— 
Dr. Roy L. Smith. 


Learning to See Beauty Is an 
Important Thing 
Zech. 9-17. “How great is his beauty!” 


Learning to appreciate beauty is in itself an 
enrichment of life. Because you have always 
looked across the lake or at hills rising against 
the morning sky, is no reason why they need 
seem commonplace or lacking in beauty. A 
sunset may be as beautiful from your kitchen 
window as it is from the observation platform 
of a transcontinental train. A pine tree may 
look as magnificent in your pasture as one does 
on a slope of the White Mountains.—Georgia 
Lott Selter, The Old Watrous Farm, Three Mile 
Bay, N. Y., in the Watertown Daily Times. 


Dust of a Factory a Source of Nickel 


John 6:12. “Gather up the fragments . . 
nothing be lost.” 


Schenectady, N. Y.— (A.P.) — Fifty thou- 
sand pounds of factory dust has helped solve 
a serious shortage in nickel, which is essential 
to the defense program. 

Enough nickel has been recovered from the 
dust to supply a fifth of the needs at the Gen- 
eral Electric plant in West Lynn for the manu- 
facture of tiny magnets in electrical meters in 
airplanes and other instruments. 

These magnets are the smallest and most 
powerful in the world. When they are ground 
the grindings form a black, sooty dust, partly 
gtinding material, partly nickel and other met- 
als. It is swept out and poured into barrels. 

It has been going to the scrap pile in charge 
of Charles Stevens, a Scotchman. Believing the 
metal in this dust ought to bring a price from 
some scrap dealer, Mr. Stevens hoarded the 
soot until he had 50,000 pounds piled up, but 
no customers. 

A few months ago Jack Siever, a General 
Electric metallurgist, six years out of Massa- 
chusetts Institute of Technology, did some in- 
vestigating in the West Lynn foundry and de- 
cided he could recover the nickel in the dust. 
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His chief, James Goss; obtained an an 
priation of $1,000 to ‘complete the experiments 
The tests were successful and the dust was 
used as a supply for an important part of the 


needed nickel—-The N. Y. Times. 


Human Values 
Matt. 10:31: “Ye are of more value.” 


Near the railroad station at Chester, Penn 
sylvania, is an-electric sign blazing forth these 
words: ‘What Chester Makes, Makes Ches 
ter.’ That is a good sign, providing its mean 
ing is sufficiently inclusive. If, as we fear i 
means the articles manufactured in the indus 
trial city of Chester, it is not true. But if it 
means the boys and girls, the homes and char 
acters, then it is true that “what Chester makes 
makes Chester.’” Human values are a citys 
main product, and the making of them is a 
community's basic industry —From “Date with 
Destiny,” by R. W. Sockman, p. 125 (Abmg 
don-Cokesbury Press). y 


After the Sunset 


Gen 15:17. “And it came to pass, that, when 
the sun went down, it was dark.” 


After the sunset solemnly the stars 
Rising when day has touched its crimson 
In deepening darkness clearlier seen, console 
Eyes which night from their former joy deb: 
Calming frail spirits fretted by earth’s jars, — 
Each in his orbit silently they roll, } 
And, unperturbed, initiate the soul 
Into a peace no perturbation mars. : 
So when below the horizon sinks the one 
Whose light once glorified life’s rugged wayp 
What starry memories of a vanished sun 
Make sorrow’s night more beautiful than dayp 
What recollections of a race well run 
For contemplation spread their vast array. 
—C. F., The British Weekly, 


Praise Him That Made the Rainbow 
Rev. 4:3. “There was a rainbow round abo: 
the throne.” 


“Look upon the rainbow,” says the son 0 
Sirach in that little read apocryphal book, “ang 
praise him that made it. Very Beautiful is iti 
the brightness thereof. It compasseth heave} 
with a glorious circle, and the hands of thil 
Most High hath bended it.’—The Methodil 


Review. 


Best way to get rid of one’s duties is to discharg 
them.—Newspaper Enterprise Association. ‘2 
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RECENT BOOKS 


WHEN CHRIST CONTROLS 
By John N. Versteeg. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 148 pp. $1.59. 
This volume contains a dozen sermons, each of which 
is based upon some phase of stewardship. One of these 
sermons. gives the volume its title, ‘‘When Christ Con- 
trols.” Others have such titles as “First Aid to God,” 
“Economic Evangelism,” ‘“‘The Century of the Uncommon 
God,” and “‘Do You Have All the Answers?” There are 
seasons of the year when the pastor must preach on 
stewardship. If he has been in his present parish for a 
mumber of years, he is sometimes hard pressed to dis- 
cover a new way of approach to a necessary subject that 
ill commend itself to the congregation and be pleasing 
so his God. These sincere, able and well-planned ser- 
ons by one who is an authority on this important 
subject, will point several paths along which he might 
alk, and lead his people.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 


HE PATH TO PERFECTION 
y W. E. Sangster. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 


The eminent pastor of Central Hall, Westminster, 
ndon, makes a most important and vital contribution 
o the study of holiness and its need in a day when war 
ngulfs the world. As a background to his study, Dr. 
angster uses John Wesley’s idea of Christian perfection 
nd the testimony and experiences of his co-workers. 
ritten in a public air-raid shelter where he filled the 
ours thinking on this subject, he confesses “it was part 
f the way in which I kept sane.” 

It is the author’s conviction that holiness, if widely 
received, ‘‘would transform the Church and shake the 
orld.’ ‘“The Church is living far below the New Testa- 
ent offer and promise,’’ he asserts. ‘“‘There is not 
nough difference between the people inside the Church 
nd those outside to be impressive.’’ From the practical 
ngle he stresses three things which strike a discerning 
ritic of the Church today. (1) Many Christians live on 
sub-Christian level; (2) many Church members lack 
my sense of goal; (8) the absence of spiritual power 
is chiefly due to the wide neglect of the doctrine of the 
oly Spirit. 

Coming as it does at a time when the Church is think- 
ing in terms of evangelism, this volume cannot help but 
a valuable aid in that direction. It is a sane, practi- 
al and scholarly interpretation of Christian perfection.— 
George W. Wiseman. 


214 pp. $2.00. 


SO LONG AS WE LOVE 


By Peter Goulding. Wilde. 244 pp. $2.00. 


This splendid novel, by a distinguished Clergyman, will 
prove rewarding reading to both preacher and layman. 
The volume was written because of the author’s firm 
conviction that no pastorate can be successful without 
an intimate personal relationship between the _minister 
and his parishioners. It is the story of Peter, a young 
minister of great promise, who upon graduating with 
high honors from his theological school, is sent to a 
church considered an unusual opportunity for one be- 
ginning his ministry. After two years of dismal failure, 
due largely to his inability to reach the hearts of his 
people, he accepts an invitation to the little village 
ehurch at Knotty Ash. Knotty Ash is a typical New 
England village with its lovable small town characters, 
which in itself suggests interesting reading. 

One of his humiliating discoveries as he left his first 
charge was that no one regretted his going. On begin- 
ning his new pastorate he resolves to practice his pro- 
ession. This was the resolution he made: “I am going 
to test the success of my ministry each month, not by 
the number at church, or the amount of money raised, 
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but by my growing affection for my individual parish- 
ioners.”’ The remainder of the book deals with ineidents 
and human interest stories that will make any pastor 
live over again the years of his own ministry. 

This is the kind of fiction that should be widely cir- 
culated. It will make the preacher pause and question 
his own attitude toward his work, and will give the 
layman an insight into the devotion, yearning and sacri- 
ficial service on the part of the one to whom he looks 
for spiritual guidance.—George W. Wiseman. 


MINDING YOUR CHURCH’S BUSINESS 

By Leonard Spangenberg, Vice-President of Babson’s 
Statistical Organization. Beacon Hill Press. 142 pp. 
$1.00. 


The sub-title is ““A Guide to Pastors, Church Officials 
and Active Laymen”, and the book is exactly that. Here 
is the type of book this reviewer wishes he had received 
back in his Seminary days. It would have helped him to 


build the program of his church more efficiently and to _ 


avoid many pitfalls. The author shares with the reader 
applications of modern business procedure to the work of 
the church. It covers finances, property and its care, 
insurance, advertising, and other related matters. The 
chapter ‘“‘Removing Splinters from the Church Board” 
is alone worth the modest sum asked for this “‘priceless”’ 
wisdom ! 

Dr. Spangenberg has written this book because he 
observed that many men who have won notable success 
in managing their factories and stores seem to fail to 
earry over into the business affairs of the church the 
same sound business principles. The book comes out of 
observation and experience and any minister or church 
officer will find it a helpful compendium of applied 
economics. Would you have your Church more efficient? 
Then get this book!—Gordon W. Mattice. 


THE BROTHER 


By Dorothy Clarke Wilson. Westminster. 325 pp. $2.50. 


This is ‘‘a novel of James, the Brother of Christ.”’ It 
evidences much thoughtful scholarship and considerable 
insight. James was devoted to his older Brother, but 
dismayed at his departure from orthodoxy. Trained in 
the Rabbinical school, James became an ardent Pharisee, 
and strove to observe the Law scrupulously. It took the 
death and return of Jesus to convince fully this brother, 
who then gave himself to ‘‘the Dream’’ which he and 
Jesus had talked of through the years in Nazareth. 
There will be some who have no time for such imagina- 
tive novels, but all those who endeavor to exercise con- 
trolled imagination in sermonising will find it much 
worth while.—Wm. Tait Paterson. 


THE GOODSPEED PARALLEL NEW TESTAMENT. 
By Edgar J. Goodspeed. University of Chicago. 600 pp. 
$2.00. : 


It is not necessary here to evaluate the work of 
Professor Goodspeed in translating the New Testament. 
This work contains his translation and the King James 
Version, set in parallel columns, with introductions and 
explanatory notes. The preacher is able to compare his 
text in the two versions at a glance. If used properly 
and consistently it can become one of the most valuable 
books in his library. This reviewer wishes someone 
would give us a parallel Moffatt, Weymouth, Goodspeed 
and King James. Already several sermons have been 
affected by the comparison of readings.—Wm. Tait 
Paterson. 


THE SURPRISING CHRIST 


By Howard P. Bozarth. Revell. 142 pp. $1.50. 


In this volume of eleven sermons by the pastor of the 
First Congregational Church of Haverhill, Mass., the 
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author takes for his themes the nature and the cons 
quences of the individual encounters of Jesus with 
with evaluation of the impact of Christ’s personal.ty a 
words. The more familiar personal interviews of 
four Gospels are studied carefully, and with pro 
appraisals. It is good Bible preaching without any fri 
or fanciful turns either in the titles of the sermons or 
in the handling of the material, and a very helpful series 
of messages which show the amazing power of Christ in 
each study.—Charles Haddon Nabers. 2 
CHRISTIANITY & DEMOCRACY 5 
By Jacques Maritain. Scribner’s. 98 pp. $1.25. 3 


Professor Jacques Maritain, a well known lecturer in 
the universities of Europe and America, in this volume 
indicates the direction the democracies must set their 
faces if the war is to result in a world in which the 
common man can share in a government “of the people, 
by the people and for the people.’”’ The author is a 
Christian philosopher or a philosophic Christian whose 
deep appreciation of and profound insight into demoer; 
points out the tragic failures of democracy and how | 
can lead the world out of the present morass. 4 

He has no faith in the present war ushering in a 
better world. The net result of the present war will 1 ; 
merely to destroy idealogies and political forces w icl 
like a rope of sand have sustained a crumbling world 
order. Professor Maritain rightly argues that the cre 
tion of a better world must come from the sum total ¢ 
mental, moral and spiritual qualities “‘which will h 
developed in the collective conscience and in the respo 
ible leaders.”” The burden of this book is that the 
for which this war is being fought is not reached unle 
we arrive at a “‘democracy imbued with Christianity.” 

The author’s logical arguments give hope and cheer 
those depressed by the present world situation. Here i 
splendid book that faces the world problems which a 
the result of our secular thinking and living, with 

“ spiritual approach that is at once Christian and logical! 
J. J. Sessler. = 


THESE THINGS WILL LAST. 


Stacy R. Warburton. Judson. (Paper cover.) 


Another very interesting missions study book 
documented and indexed, in seven chapters, viz: ( 
troduction, The Christian World Mission)—I. The Ui 
versal Purpose of God; Il. The Universal Search 
God; III. The World Unity of Christianity; IV. 
Variety of Racial and National Contributions to Ch 
tianity; WV. The Evangelistic Proclamation of The 
pel; WI. The Christianizing of The Christian's Wort: 
VII. The Future of The Christian World Mission. 

This book is good reading for the Christian laym 
and furnishes useful material for the minister’s prepar 
tion of missionary sermons. Non-technical, non-contre 
versial, constructive.—Frederick W. Burnham. 


Heart Healers 
(Continued from page 332) 


Love of God, the cure for broken hearts. When 
Prof. Elmslie was dying, he said to his wife 
“No one can deny that I have always preached 
the Love of God” and just before he died h 
said again, “Kate, God is Love, all Love. Kate 
we will tell everybody that; but especially ot 
own boy—we will tell everybody that; that’s 
my vocation.” Certainly that is our vocation 
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0 tell everybody about the unsearchable riches 
f Christ. 

Prophets of the Heart! What a title you 
en are having conferred upon you tonight. 
nm such a Cause, you can gladly spend and be 
pent. When Henry Martin reached the shores 
f India he made this entry in his journal: ‘J 
fesire to burn out for my God.’ To be healers 
f hearts, lights shining in the midst of crooked 
ind perverse generation. It is a glory and a 
jhallenge to thrill any noble soul! 

You may say the task is too large. ‘Such 
nowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, 
| cannot attain unto it.” But we have the 
plessed assurance that He will go with us. “Go, 
snd Lo I am with you always.” This is the 
9romise of a Divine Convoy to all carriers of 
e word. Jesus here undertakes to give them 
Xperience of the nearness and adequacy of 
God. Here is the promise of the Divine pres- 
‘nce to all who propagate the Gospel and they 
an be sure that God is with them in their 
journey to the ends of the earth. It was a 
jtanding rule with the old Falmouth Post Of- 
ice Sailing Packet that they were to put to sea 

ediately upon receiving the mails, whatever 
the wind was, provided they could at least 
parry a double-reefed topsail. The post office 
igent in 1840 said he could not remember a 
ingle instance of delay in 45 years. The Royal 
mail got through every time, as if there were 
favoring Providence. So the good news of 
od will be delivered in fair weather and in 
oul, the correspondence between Heaven and 
tarth will arrive, the truth will get across, 
whichever way the wind is blowing, whatever 
s the spirit of the age, the mood of the time, 
ecause God is with His messengers. They will 
*xperience His presence by seeing His message 
vet through. It was such contact with the Di- 
ine Convoy that moved Paul to say “The Lord 
tood by me and strengthened me.” 

As tangible evidence of His presence He 
as given us the Means of Grace; the Word 
ind the Sacraments. They shall be your all- 
ufficient instruments as healers of hearts. And 
{ plead with you to have faith in them. Give 
beople the simple Gospel and naught else. I 
um not pleading for lack of scholarship or a 
sutting away of our intelligence, but I do claim 
hat people are moved far more by their emo- 
ions than by their intellects. In fact, the in- 
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tellectual level of the common man is far lower 
than most of you realize. “ALS 

I would call your attention to a striking 
phenomenon in current religious life. It is the 
sects that are growing by leaps and bounds, 
while the more intellectual, Protestant Denomt- 
nations are fast losing their grip. During the 
past 15 years, all religious bodies in America 
gained 25 per cent. But note: The Congrega- 
tional Church gained only 5.85 per cent; the 
Presbyterian 8.89 per cent; the Episcopal 11.57 
per cent; Reformed 15 per cent; Methodist 
19 per cent. On the other hand the Seventh 
Day Adventists gained 68 per cent; Nazarenes, 
183 per cent; Church of God, 255 per cent, 
and the Assemblies of God, 365 per cent! 
What do these astounding figures mean? Sim- 
ply that the broken hearted common people of 
this world are hungry for the Simple Gospel 
and are repelled by the dry husks of intellectual 
discussions on current events. The Christian 
Century this winter carried four articles on 
“Why are the cults growing?” May I quote 
the one about the Jehovah’s Witnesses? The 
author is interviewing a member of the sect: 
“How long have you been a witness?” “Since 
1921.” “What were you before you became 
one?’” “I was a Lutheran, but I was never 
happy in that Church. They were too worldly. 
They had parties and entertainments, but they 
never seemed to want to talk about the Lord. 
Then I went one time to a witness group and 
everybody seemed to want to talk about nothing 
else but the Lord, and that suited me, so I 
joined, and I have never been sorry.” 

Isn't that pretty good proof that what weary 
hearts want is the Lord, with His merciful 
healing and Love? O young men, give unto 
them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourn- 
ing, the garment of praise for the spirit of 
heaviness. An old Gospel song says: ‘Do you 
know the world is dying for a little bit of 
love?”’ That is your task. Tell them that God 
is Love. They are all little children, who like 
to sing the most popular of all songs: “Jesus 
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me 
so.” Preach a heart religion. Don’t be ashamed 
to have your preaching and conversation warm. 
People are longing for sympathy and kindness. 
There is no place in your sermons for scold- 
ing, and no place in your parish work for be- 
ing a Herr Pastor. Call me a sentimentalist if 
you will, but only the simple Gospel that ‘God 
so loved the world that he gave His only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth on Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life,” 
will transform and ennoble human lives and 
make this a better world. When hearts are 
teached, people will believe and grow into 
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civilian or military ministries; in fact there 


strong Christians, dedicated to doing the Will 
of God. $ 

Beside your public preaching, you are to be 
Pastors. You are to minister personally to in- 
dividuals from house to house. In fact, right 
now, that will probably be more important than 
your preaching. There are many people who 
cannot come to Church, due to working hours 
and other causes, besides the shut-ins. Some 
Mothers do not even want to go to Church to 
see the empty seat in the Choir where a Son 
used to be. It is the personal ministry to 
broken hearts that is needed badly today. Your 
professors have told you much of the art of 
personal counselling, to the weary and heavy 
laden, to the young about to be married or ak 
ready married and separated by war, to the 
distracted and forlorn. It will call for all the 
sympathy and love you have, but you will be 
well repaid by their appreciation. Don’t be 
bashful about reading the Word and praying 
with them, or afraid to challenge them with 
Christ. ’ 

I am afraid there are some who do not think 
this is a very important task. I remember a 
Pastor during the last war who wrote me after 
enlisting, “this has it all over going around 
gossiping with old women and petting babies. 
I am not discussing the relative importance 


no difference. Whether we are Pastors Of 
Chaplains, Home or Foreign Missionaries, 7 
all have the same task of bringing Christ to @ 
sick humanity. | 

This is your calling, brethren. You must 
feel the need in your own heart, before you 
can pass on the cure to others. You must sur 
render and sacrifice before you can serve. The 
load of human sin and sorrow is heavy, but it 
must be on your heart constantly. Only by un- 
ceasing, daily communion with God can you 
carry it. ‘ 

Kagawa has a prayer poem, good both for 
you and for your people. ; 


Take thou the burden, Lord; 
I am exhausted with this heavy load. 
My tired hands tremble, q 
And I stumble, stumble along the way. q 
O lead with Thine unfailing arm 
Again today. 


Unless Thou lead me, Lord, 
The road I travel on is all too hard. 
Through trust in Thee alone 
Can I go on. 


Yet not for self alone 
Thus do I groan; 
My people’s sorrows are the load I bear. 
Lord, hear my prayer— 
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